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For Younger Readers 
Floca, Brian. Lightship.  2007. 
Lightships once served where lighthouses could not be built. They 
helped to guide sailors through the fog. 
 
MacDonald, Margaret Read. Go To Sleep, Gecko!: A Balinese 
Folktale. 2006. 
Retells the folktale of the gecko who complains to the village chief 
that the fireflies keep him awake at night but then learns that in 
nature all things are connected. 
 
Clements, Andrew. A Million Dots. 2006. 
Teaches forty-six amazing facts about numbers, such as how many 
shoeboxes it takes to make a stack to Mount Everest. 
 
Hutchins, H.J. A Second Is a Hiccup: A Child’s Book of Time. 2007. 
Simple rhyming text explains seconds, minutes, weeks, months, 
and years. 
 
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro. First the Egg. 2007. 
Shows how animals and objects change, including tadpoles to frogs 
and seeds to flowers. 
 
Arnosky, Jim. Parrotfish and Sunken Ships: Exploring a Tropical 
Reef. 2007. 
Illustrations and text identify the marine life and explore the 
tropical reefs found in the Florida Keys. 
 
Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Frogs. 2008. 
Photographs show all different kinds of frogs, big ones, tiny ones, 
frogs with beautifully colored skin, and one frog you can see inside 
of. 
 
Cowley, Joy. Chameleon Chameleon. 2005. 
Up-close photographs and text capture the many moods and colors 
of chameleons. 
 
Here’s a Little Poem: A Very First Book of Poetry. Collected by Jane 
Yolen and Andrew Fusek Peters. 2007. 
Poems written by a wide range of talented writers highlight the 
moments of a toddler’s world from dawn to dusk. 
 
Berne, Jennifer. Manfish: A Story of Jacques Cousteau. 2008. 
In this biography, poetic text and paintings combine to create a 
portrait of oceanographer Jacques Cousteau. 
 
Wise, Bill. Louis Sockalexis: Native American Baseball Pioneer. 
2007. 
A biography of Penobscot Indian Louis Sockalexis, the first Native 
American to play in the Major Leagues. 
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For Older Readers 
Browne, Sylvia, and Chris Dufresne. Animals on the Other Side.  
2005. 
Explanation and consideration of what animals experience in the 
afterlife and the concept of good and bad as they apply to animals’ 
nature. 
 
Bial, Raymond. Ellis Island: Coming to the Land of Liberty. 2009. 
Tells the complete history of the national landmark, highlighting its 
most notable purpose as an immigration service station that 
welcomed nearly twelve million people to the U.S. from 1921 to 
1954. 
 
Kuklin, Susan. Families.  2006. 
Children from diverse families share thoughts about their families 
and photographs. 
 
Dubosarsky, Ursula. The Word Snoop.  2009. 
A tour of the English language from the beginning of the alphabet 
in 4000 BC to modern text messaging and emoticons. 
 
Fradin, Dennis B. With a Little Luck: Surprising Stories of Amazing 
Discoveries.  2006. 
Discusses eleven scientific discoveries made as a result of chance 
events and unexpected laboratory results. 
 
Thimmesh, Catherine. Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed 
Apollo 11 on the Moon. 2006. 
The story of the many people in various professions who worked 
behind-the-scenes to get Apollo 11 to the moon and safely back to 
Earth. 
 
Curlee, Lynn. Skyscraper. 2007. 
Striking art-deco inspired illustrations mix with extensive text to 
provide a wealth of information about one of mankind’s most 
amazing engineering triumphs—the skyscraper. 
 
Thomas, Joyce Carol. The Blacker the Berry.  2008. 
A collection of poems celebrating individuality and Afro-American 
identity. 
 
Kirkpatrick, Katherine. Snow Baby: The Arctic Childhood of Admiral 
Robert E. Peary’s Daring Daughter.  2007. 
Profiles the life of the woman who, as a child, often accompanied 
her famous explorer father, Robert Peary, on many of his 
expeditions. 
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Fleming, Candace. The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham 
and Mary.  2008.  
Though Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln’s backgrounds differed 
considerably, both were intellectuals who shared interests in 
literature and politics, as well as a great love for each other. 
 
Tanaka, Shelley. Amelia Earhart: The Legend of the Lost Aviator.  
2008. 
Describes the life of aviator Amelia Earhart from age eleven, when 
someone points out a plane to her, to the day she disappears. 
 
Sis, Peter.  The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain. 2007. 
Annotated illustrations, maps, and dreamscapes explore how the 
artist-author’s life was shaped while growing up in Czechoslovakia 
during the Cold War. 
 
Russo, Marisabina.  Always Remember Me: How One Family 
Survived World War II.  2005. 
When she visits her Oma, Rachel looks through family albums and 
learns the awful truth about the Nazis’ rise to power and the 
hardships her family was forced to endure during the Holocaust. 
 
Lange, Karen E. 1607: A New Look at Jamestown.  2007. 
The latest archaeological evidence offers us the clearest glimpse of 
one of the most fascinating chapters in American history. 
 
Sheinkin, Steve. Which Way to the Wild West?: Everything Your 
Schoolbooks Didn’t Tell You about America’s Westward Expansion.  
2009. 
Presents the greatest adventures of America’s westward expansion, 
from the Louisiana Purchase and the gold rush to the Indian wars 
and life of the cowboy, as well as the everyday happenings that 
defined living on the frontier. 
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