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Myers, Walter Dean. Patrol: An American Soldier in Vietnam. 
2001. 
In a gripping and powerful story-poem, the author takes 
readers into the heart and mind of a young soldier, in an alien 
land, who comes face-to-face with the enemy.  
 
Quattlebaum, Mary. Jackson Jones and the Puddle of Thorns. 
1994. 
When his mother gives him a garden plot for his tenth birthday, 
Jackson Jones hopes to earn enough money to buy a 
basketball, but all he seems to get is a big mess of trouble and 
weeds. 
 
Robinet, Harriette. Walking to the Bus-Rider Blues. 2000. 
During the Alabama bus boycott, six months after Rosa Parks 
made her famous bus protest, Alfa Merryfield and his family 
struggle to pay the rent. But someone keeps stealing their rent 
money – and now someone is accusing them of stealing! 
 
Shange, Ntozake. Ellington Was Not A Street. 2004. 
Noted poet Ntozake Shange recalls her childhood home and 
the famous men who gathered there such as Paul Robeson 
and Duke Ellington. 
 
Tarpley, Natasha. Joe-Joe’s First Flight. 2003. 
A boy dreams of flying an airplane, even though the men who 
run the airport refuse to let African-Americans fly. 
 
Hudson, Wade. Powerful Words: More Than 200 Years of 
Extraordinary Writing by African Americans. 2004. 
A collection of speeches and writings by African Americans, 
with commentary about the time period in which each person 
lived, information about the speaker/writer, and public 
response to the words. 
 
McWhorter, Diane. A Dream of Freedom: The Civil Rights 
Movement from 1954 to 1968. 2004. 
A chronicle of the turbulent years of the civil rights movement 
from Brown v Board of Education to the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. The volume includes many photographs. 
 
Lester, Julius. Tales of Uncle Remus: The Adventures of Brer 
Rabbit. 1987. 
A retelling of the Afro-American tales about the adventures 
and misadventures of Brer Rabbit and his friends and 
enemies. 
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Allen, Debbie. Dancing in the Wings. 2000. 
Sassy tries out for a dance festival despite the other girls' 
taunts that she is much too tall.  
 
Buckley, Helen Elizabeth. Grandfather and I. 1994. 
A young boy relishes the time that he and his grandfather 
share exploring the world around them while others hurry to 
their appointed tasks. 
 
Cosby, Bill. Hooray for the Dandelion Warriors!. 1999. 
Little Bill and his teammates are excited to begin baseball 
practice, but they cannot agree on the team name. (Part of the 
Little Bill Series) 
 
Curtis, Christopher Paul. Bud, Not Buddy. 1999. 
Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, 
during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and 
sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father –  the
renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids. 
 
Fenner, Carol. Yolonda’s Genius. 1995. 
Yolonda is bigger, stronger and smarter than anyone else in 
the 5th grade.  After her family moves from Chicago to 
Michigan, she is determined to prove her brother is not a slow 
learner but a true musical genius. 
 
Howard, Elizabeth Fitzgerald. Virgie Goes to School With Us 
Boys. 2000. 
In the post-Civil War South, a young African American girl is 
determined to prove that she can go to school just like her 
older brothers. 
 
McKissack, Pat. Goin’ Someplace Special. 2001. 
In segregated 1950s Nashville, a young African American girl, 
braves a series of indignities and obstacles to get to one of        
the few integrated places in town: the public library. 
 
Mead, Alice. Junebug. 1995. 
Ten-year-old Reeve McClain, Jr. – Junebug – shuns the 
gangs and drug dealers who inhabit the projects where he 
lives, and dreams instead of being a ship's captain and sailing 
away. Then Junebug's mother gets a job offer that would mean 
a move, but the decision is not as easy as it seems. 

http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(Dancing%20in%20the%20Wings)+and+a:(allen%20debbie)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(Grandfather%20and%20I)+and+a:(buckley%20helen%20elizabeth)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(Hooray%20for%20the%20Dandelion%20Warriors)+and+a:(cosby%20bill)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(Bud%2C%20not%20buddy)+and+a:(curtis%20christopher%20paul)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(yolondas%20genius)+and+a:(fenner%20carol)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(Virgie%20goes%20to%20school%20with%20us%20boys)+and+a:(howard%20elizabeth%20fitzgerald)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(goin%20someplace%20special)+and+a:(mckissack%20pat)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(junebug)+and+a:(mead%20alice)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(patrol%20an%20american%20soldier%20in%20vietnam)+and+a:(myers%20walter%20dean)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(jackson%20jones%20and%20puddle%20of%20thorns)+and+a:(quattlebaum%20mary)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(walking%20to%20the%20bus%20rider%20blues)+and+a:(robinet%20harriette)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:((ellington%20was%20not%20a%20street))&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:((joe%20joes%20first%20flight))&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:((tales%20of%20uncle%20remus%20the%20adventures%20of%20brer%20rabbit))+and+a:(lester%20julius)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=a:(hudson%20wade)&SORT=D
http://library.naperville-lib.org/search/X?SEARCH=t:(a%20dream%20of%20freedom%20the%20civil%20rights%20movement%20from%201954%20to%201968)+and+a:(mcwhorter%20diane)&SORT=D


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some titles may not be available at all locations.  
Please check with staff for assistance. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
J 811.54 
WOO 
 
 
 
 
J 921 
JOH 
 
 
 
 
 
J 921 
KIN 
 
 
 
 
 
J 921 
ROB 
 
 
 
 
 
J 973. 
0496073 
RAP 
 

 
Woodson, Jacqueline. Locomotion. 2003. 
In a series of poems, eleven-year-old Lonnie writes about his 
life after the death of his parents, the separation from his 
younger sister, what it is like to live in foster care, and with the 
help of his teacher he discovers his poetic voice. 
 
Green, Michelle Y. A Strong Right Arm: The Story of Mamie 
“Peanut” Johnson. 2002. 
This is the story of Mamie "Peanut" Johnson, a woman who 
had to overcome the obstacles of gender and race to pursue 
her dream of playing baseball, and became one of only three 
women (so far) to play professional baseball. 
 
Farris, Christine King. My Brother Martin: A Sister Remembers 
Growing Up With the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 2003. 
The author describes growing up with her younger brother, ML, 
who before he became world famous was a little boy who 
played jokes, practiced the piano and made friends with 
children of all races. 
 
Robinson, Sharon.  Promises to Keep: How Jackie Robinson 
Changed America. 2004. 
Sharon Robinson shares memories of her famous father in this 
warm loving biography of the man who broke the color barrier 
in baseball. Jackie Robinson was an outstanding athlete, a 
devoted family man and a dedicated civil rights activist. 
 
Rappaport, Doreen. Free at Last!: Stories and Songs of 
Emancipation. 2004. 
Drawing on first-person accounts by leaders and ordinary 
people in song, poetry, memoirs, letters, and court testimony, 
this history brings alive the experiences of black Americans in 
the U.S. from the time of emancipation to the Brown v Board of 
Education in 1954. 
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